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M. Silas 

R. Bhat W. Ghaly E. Xenos 

A. Fargnoli C.W. Trueman 

C. Mota 


Adoption of Agenda 

A request was made to add the following for discussion under Item 17, Other Business: 

(i) Slot course, ‘COMP 690M — Advances in Symbolic and Algebraic Computations’ 
(ECFC Doce. 2001-03-03), to be offered in summer 2001 by the Department of 
Computer Science; 


(ii) Creation of a slot for 500 level Diploma program courses. 

It was suggested that these items be discussed under Item 5, Graduate Curriculum Changes. 
That the agenda be adopted as circulated. (A. Athienitis, T. Fancott) 

Vote: Carried unanimously 

Adopti £Mi 


That the Minutes of Meeting 01-02 (March 16, 2001) be adopted. 
(F. Haghighat, A. Ramamurthy) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 

Chair’s Remarks 

The Chair brought a number of issues to the attention of the members. 
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New Building 


The Board of Governors, in its recent meeting, appropriated $6.5 million for the 

design/ demolition of the York Theatre. A contract with Kuwabara Payne McKenna 
Blumberg Architects will be signed shortly. The detailed design/distribution of space in the 
new building will commence soon. 


The Rector has met with Mayor Bourke to solicit his help in accelerating the demolition of 
the York Theatre. A response from the Minister in Quebec City is expected in a few days. 
It is felt that, at this pace, demolition may begin in summer and excavation of the site in fall 
or winter. 


AA committee has been established to restudy the distribution of funds among the different 
disciplines in Quebec, according to the formula. It appears that the Engineering formula is 
increasing relative to that for Computer Science. According to unofficial preliminary figures, 
the Faculty’s budget will not be affected. 


Enrollment Figures : 

There is an increase in the application rate for September 2001. In April 2000, the Faculty 
received 2199 applications; this year 2499 applications have been received - a 12% increase: 
about 20% in Building, Civil and Environmental applications as a first choice, 15% in 
Electrical/Computer Engineering and 15% in Computer Science, the interest being in the 
areas of computer applications and information systems. There is a slight leveling-off in 
software engineering applications. However, in the light of the novelty and strength of our 
programs, the situation needs to be addressed. 


New Hires 

Contracts to 11 new faculty members have been issued. Four more are being negotiated. 
Next year, 18 new faculty members are expected to join the Faculty. Both, senior and young 
mentbers are being hired. The Chair expressed his satisfaction with the DPC’s work. 


Design and I. 
The Chair med that CIADI's first Advisory Board meeting was attended by Vice-Presidents 
from Bombardier, Pratt & Whitney, Bell Helicopter, CAE, to name a few. CIADI has hired 
20 students for the summer for the design projects advanced by Pratt & Whitney. 
Bombardier has added 15 projects. 


An application for the Design Chair will be sent to NSERC. The NSERC Design Chair will 
be responsible for promoting design throughout the Faculty. The aerospace industries have 
signed an application to the Government to grant CIADI $1 million over five years to 
increase student hiring. 


The floor was opened to questions. 


To a query on the role of the Design Support Team for the new building, the Chair 
explained that the Chair of the Real Estate Committee of the Board of Governors is in 
favour of involving faculty members from the Department of Building, Civil and 
Environmental Engineering (BCE). The protocol and mechanism for engaging people will 
come about shortly. Presently, members of the Design Support Team comprise members 
from BCE but should also include Electrical and Computer Engineering faculty members 
because of the Telecommunications and Controls component. It was suggested to provide 
for student-involvement as well, as a training ground. The Chair explained that Drs. Moselhi 
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MOTION 
01-03-04 


MOTION 
01-03-05 


and Giguére were the key people from our Faculty involved in the Building Team. The role 
of the Faculty Building Committee was explained. 


The ECA President offered assistance in hiring students to work with the Design Team on 
the new building. 
The ECA was assured office space in the new building. 


The Chair informed the members that the design of the new Engineering building was 
featured in the March issue of En Route magazine. 


e Curriculu h 01-03-01 an: 01-03- 


Document ECFC Doc. 01-03-01 comprises curriculum changes for 
A) Department of Building, Civil and Environmental Engineering 
B) Department of Mechanical Engineering 


The changes entailed the deletion of six courses. 


B) 
Discussion on this section was postponed to the next meeting. 


That the Graduate Curriculum Changes for the Department of Building, Civil 
and Environmental Engineering in ECFC Doc. 2001-03-01 be approved. 
(O. Moselhi, F. Haghighat) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 
D ;  2001-03- 


The slot course, COMP 690M — Advances in Symbolic and Algebraic Computations, was 
introduced by Dr. Fancott. Minor changes were made: 

(i) Change Undergraduate to Graduate in line 1 

(ii) Remove the professor’s name in the course description. 


That COMP 690M - Advances in Symbolic and Algebraic Computations, with 
the recommended changes, be adopted (T. Fancott, J.W. Atwood) 
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MOTION 
01-03-06 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


In an effort to assist departments in offering temporary courses of an experimental nature or 
at short notice, the introduction of the slot, for 500 level courses, is being proposed. 


That the slot be introduced for 500 level courses as needed. 
(T. Fancott, O. Moselhi) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Undergraduat rricul han, ECFC Doc. 2001-03-02) and 
ECFC Doc. 2001-03-02A 


Dr. Fancott summarized the undergraduate curriculum changes. Document ECFC Doc. 
2001-03-02A replaces the curriculum changes for the Department of Computer Science 
only, described in Document ECFC Doc. 2001-03-02. 


The changes involve the updating of prerequisites and change of course codes. It was 
further noted that the exclusion clause will be added, wherever needed, in the new text for 
the Calendar Year 2001-2002. Also, ENGR 273 — Basic Circuit Analysis should read ELEC 
273 — Basic Circuit Analysis. 


ildi ivi Vi al incerin, E 
The changes include: 
- the addition of a new information technology option 
- code change from ENGR to BCEE. 


COMP 352-Data Structures and Algorithms: It was pointed out that there was no mention 
of the prerequisite, COMP 249, which could entail problems. The Chair explained that no 
department can assign prerequisites for a course offered by another department; the rights of 
such an academic group need to be respected. In this context, the Chair of the Department 
of Computer Science emphasized that no prerequisite waivers be given. It was suggested 
that BCE introduce another course tailored to its specific needs. Finally, it was 
recommended that the BCE changes be presently approved, and that the prerequisite 
problem concerning COMP 352 be solved later since the course is only open to students in 
the second year of study. 


Calendar Changes, page 2 of 3 (New Text): to change ‘from the other options’ to ‘from any 


Department of Computer Science 

The changes were summarized as: 

- prerequisite changes 

- introduction of a new project course, SOEN 490 
- course changes 

- change in credit values. 


Further modifications include: 
- deletion of the prerequisite ENGR 410 for SOEN 490; change of lab hours from 6 to 8 


per week 
- The title and code change for ENGR 370 is suspended. 
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MOTION 
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MOTION 
01-03-13 


LB. 


MOTION 


ar 


i rin 
Changes were proposed to MECH 462 and MECH 465. 


Members were advised to move toward making their programs of 120 credits. This would 
also create space to accommodate the CAPSTONE project in the Civil Engineering 


program. 


That the package, with minor editorial changes, and the exclusion of the 
title/code change for ENGR 370, be adopted. (T. Fancott, J.C. Giguére) 


Vote: Carried (1 abstention) 


Department Name Change 


That the name of the Department of Mechanical Engineering be changed to 
the Department of Mechanical and Industrial Engineering. 
(G. Gouw, L. Quesnel) 


It was explained that this move was recommended by CEAB so that the program enjoys the 
same status as other programs. 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Election of Faculty representative on Senate 


That the election of Dr. S.V. Hoa as Faculty representative on Senate fora 
three-year term ending May 2004, be approved. 


lecti ulty repri iv ter Resour 


That the election of Dr. N. Kharma as Faculty representative on the 
Computer Resources Committee for a three-year term ending May 2004, be 
approved. 


lecti ntativi i ams Com 


That the election of Dr. H.B Poorooshasb as Faculty representative on the 
Academic Programs Committee for a three-year term ending May 2004, be approved. 


lection ive on 


That the election of Dr. V. Ramachandran as Faculty representative on the 
Academic Hearing Board for a two-year term ending May 2003, be approved. 


i i als Commi 


That the election of Dr. F. Haghighat as Faculty representative on the 
Appeals Committee for a two-year term ending May 2003, be approved. 


tion of ive on A i i iorities Committee 


That the election of Dr. C. Lam as Faculty representative on the Academic Planning 
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01-03-14 
14. 


MOTION 
01-03-15 


15. 


MOTION 
01-03-16 
16. 


MOTION 
01-03-17 


17. 


18. 


and Priorities Committee for a three-year term ending May 2004, be approved. 


Election of Facul : Und ee eee 


That the election of Dr. T. Fancott as Chair of the Undergraduate Studies 
Committee for a two-year term ending May 2003, be approved. 


Election of F iv Academi vi mmitt 


That the election of Dr. C. Wang as Faculty representative on the Academic 
Services Committee for a three-year term ending May 2004, be approved. 


Election of Faculty representative on the Council of the School of Graduate 
Studies 


That the election of Dr. M.O. Ahmad as Faculty representative on the 
Council of the School of Graduate Studies for a three-year term ending May 2004, be 
approved. : 


The Committee unanimously voted that Motions 01-03-09 through 01-03-17 be approved. 
(I. Fancott, T. Radhakrishnan) 


her i = 


Dr. Tahar has observed a disparity in the handling of graduate student salary/bursary at 
Concordia vis-a-vis the procedure followed in other Montreal universities. Concordia 
faculty members, unlike their counterparts in other Montreal universities, pay 15% benefits 
in addition to a salary. Also, a student salary is taxable whereas on a student bursary, either 
no taxes or lesser taxes are paid. Again, when students are paid from a professor’s grant, 
they are paid less and must pay taxes, too. Dr. Tahar has learned that NSERC has no 
regulation on 15% benefits. 


The Chair assured the members that the he would take up the matter with the 
Administration; although it is equally important to find out the procedure followed in other 
institutions. Members were informed that only a bursary, won through a competition, is 
non-taxable. The Chair suggested that in the case of particularly strong researchers, who get 
Faculty research support money and in an effort to help students, such funds could be taken 
back, perhaps as of next year, and be given to the students as a bursary through a Faculty 
Committee. 


Another related issue that the Chair would like to address at a subsequent meeting is that of 
international graduate students. Although they may receive adequate funding from the 
supervisor, such students have to pay tuition fees and are left with an inadequate living 
allowance. 


Adjournment 


The meeting was adjourned at 4:20 p.m. (A. Athienitis) 


